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	U.S. Election Assistance Commission
1225 New York Ave. NW – Suite 1100

Washington, DC 20005



Statement of Commissioner Rosemary E. Rodriguez

Monday, June 23, 2008


On May 5, 2008, the Veterans Health Administration (VHA) issued VHA Directive 2008-025 defining the policy for assisting patients who seek information on voter registration and voting (attached).  As a result of this action, Veterans Integrated Service Network (VISN) Directors, and facility directors are responsible for ensuring that each facility has a policy that addresses assistance to VA patients who seek to exercise their right to register and vote.  Information on the voting assistance program is posted in inpatient wards, domiciliaries, and nursing homes.  I have attached the Directive to this statement.

I encourage state and local election officials to support the work of the VISN and facility directors in their efforts to comply with this Directive by providing non-partisan information and voting assistance to the numerous VHA facilities across the United States.  State and local election officials are frequently called upon to assist patients in care facilities in their communities and, I believe, will welcome the opportunity to assist the VHA in providing voting access to the veterans in their system.


The U.S. Election Assistance Commission is prepared to assist the VHA by providing registration materials, management guidance and technical assistance.

