
Requirements for Serving as a Pollworker

Minnesota
	State Registration Requirement  
(Exceptions may be found in  Student Election Assistant category)

	
Must be eligible to vote

Minn. Stat. § 204B.19 (1) (Thomson/West 2006).

	Age Requirement

	
18 Years. 

Minn. Stat. § 201.014(1) (a) (Thomson/West 2006).

	Residency Place and Term Required for Voter Registration

	 
State resident for 20 days before election.  

Minn. Stat. § 201.014(1) (c) (Thomson/West 2006).

	Residency Requirement for Service (State, County or Precinct) 

	 
State.

To be an election judge one must only be eligible to vote in the State of Minnesota.  

Minn. Stat. § 204B.19 (1) (Thomson/West 2006).
However, while election judges typically serve in the precinct where they live, if shortages occur, they can serve anywhere in the state. 

Minnesota Secretary of State http://www.sos.state.mn.us/docs/mn_needs_you.pdf. 

	Affiliation with Political Party Requirement
and Process for Nomination as Poll Worker                                                                                                                                                                                         

	
Affiliation Required.

Local political party chairs of each major political party must provide lists of potential judges to their county auditor by July 1 of the election year. Appointments are made locally by the township board or city council who must give preference to the parties’ lists of names. All appointments must be made at least 25 days before the election. 

Minn. Stat. § 204B.21 (Thomson/West 2006).
No more than half of the election judges in a precinct may be members of the same major political party unless the election board consists of an odd number of election judges, in which case the number of election judges who are members of the same major political party may be one more than half the number of election judges in that precinct.  

Minn. Stat. § 204B.19 (5) (Thomson/West 2006).


	Term Requirements 

	
No Information Available. 

	Compensation and Hour Requirements

	
Part time possible except for head judge.
An election judge may serve for all or part of Election Day, at the discretion of the appointing authority, as long as the minimum number of judges required is always present. The head election judge must serve for all of Election Day and be present in the polling place unless another election judge has been designated by the head election judge. 

Minn. Stat. § 204B.20; 204B.22 (1) (b) (Thomson/West 2006).
Compensation is fixed by local appointing authority. At least minimum wage is required, unless judge volunteers to serve unpaid. 

Minn. Stat. §204B.31 (1) (d) & (2) (Thomson/West 2006).
Time off work is protected by statute under these conditions:

• Employee must give the employer at least 20 days written notice.

•The county auditor or municipal, township, or school district clerk will provide a form that shows the hours election judges will work and the hourly pay rate. The employee should attach this form to the written notice submitted to the employer.

• Employers can reduce the salary or wages of employees serving as election judges by the amount of compensation paid for being a judge during hours away from work. 

• An employer can also restrict the number of persons serving to less than 20 percent from any single work site.

Minn. Stat. § 204B.195 (Thomson/West 2006).

	Training, Certification and Oath Requirements

	
Each election precinct in which less than 100 individuals voted at the last state general election shall have at least two election judges who are members of different major political parties who have received training.  In every other election precinct, no individual may serve as an election judge who has not received training. 

Minn. Stat.  204B.25 (1) & (3) (Thomson/West 2006). 

Training is governed by Minn. Rules 8240. 0100 et seq.  

Regular election judges must complete at least 2 hours of training, receive a certificate, and complete the training every 24 months to remain qualified.  

Minn. Rules 8240.1300, Minn. Rules 8240.1600 (Thomson/West 2006).
Head election judges must complete the regular training plus an hour of further training. 

Minn. Rules 8240.1350, 8240.1750 (Thomson/West 2006).   

The appointing authority may examine any individual who seeks appointment as an election judge to determine whether the individual meets any qualification under the statute.  

Minn. Stat. § 204B.19 (4) (Thomson/West 2006).
Oath Required. 

Minn. Stat. § 204B.24 (Thomson/West 2006).


	Elected Public Officials Prohibited

	
No Information Available. 

	Candidates Prohibited

	
No candidates or candidates' spouse, parents, children and siblings.  

Minn. Stat. § 204B.19 (2) (b) & (c) (Thomson/West 2006).  

No election judge can serve in same precinct as spouse, parent, child or sibling. 

Minn. Stat. § 204B.19 (2) (b) (Thomson/West 2006).

	The Effect of Felon Status on Participation

	
A person convicted of treason or any felony, whose civil rights have not been restored, is ineligible to be an election judge.  

Minn. Stat. § 201.014(2) (a) (Thomson/West 2006).

	The Effect of Mental Incapacitation on Participation

	
Prohibited if declared legally incompetent.  

Minn. Stat. § 201.014(2) (c) (Thomson/West 2006).

	English Fluency and Literacy Requirement

	
Must be able to speak, read and write the English language. 

Minn. Stat. § 204B.19 (2) (a) (Thomson/West 2006).

	Good Reputation Requirement

	
No Information Available.

	Alternative Positions with Different Requirements

	No Information Available.

	Student Election Assistant Statute

	
· 16 years old and up;
· Minnesota high school student or home schooled;
· Appointed without party affiliation as trainee election judge in the county in which the student resides;
· Must have written permission from parent or guardian;
· Will not serve after 10:00 P.M;
· May not be paid less than two-thirds of the minimum wage for a large employer; and                                                                                                                                                    

· Must receive training pursuant to Minn. Rules 8240.1655. 

Minn. Stat. § 204B.19 (6) (Thomson/West 2006).
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